Essay topics for students enrolled in the BA programme 

Introduction to Linguistics Essay Topics  (G. Dalmi)




Length: 2000 words

Deadline: Second week of November
Choose one of the topics listed here and write a ’short essay’ on it. You can choose a topic not listed but make sure your tutor approves of it. Writing your essay will require careful reading of the material prescribed for the topic and making a systematic account of your findings. 

Your essay should begin with an introduction where you explain what problem you are going to investigate, why this problem is interesting for linguistic analysis and how you are going to proceed. The main body of the essay should contain a systematic survey of the problem, examples to illustrate your point and its justification. Always number your examples with Arabic numbers 

in brackets consecutively throughout your  essay,  as  indicated in the style guide. The essay should close with a conclusion where you summarize your main claims. Once you have chosen your topic and read the prescribed material, consult your tutor during office hours. 

Essays must be written double-spaced, preferably in Times New Roman 12 pt. Attach a front page with the title of the essay, your name, the name of the course and the tutor on it and a list of references at the end, just as you see in the reading list. Submitting your essay beyond the prescribed deadline means 10% deduction of the total points per week. 

Plagiarism will not be tolerated. At best, you will have to rewrite your essay. At worst, it will  be assessed as is and recorded as a fail. 

Topics
1.
The role of word order in English and in Hungarian 
Comrie, B. 1981. Language Typology and Linguistic Universals. Chapters 2, 4. Chicago. The

University of Chicago Press.

E.Kiss, K. 1981. Structural Relations in Hungarian, a ’Free Word Order’ Language. Linguistic Inquiry 12:185-213.

Kiefer, F.& K. E.Kiss 1994. The Syntactic Structure of Hungarian. Introduction.  Syntax and

Semantics Series. New York. Academic Press. 

Li, C. & S. Thompson.1964. Subject and Topic: A New Typology of Language.  Li, C.(ed.): Subject and Topic. Chicago. University of Chicago Press.

Huddleston, R.1984. Introduction to the Grammar of Ebglish  Cambridge.  CUP.

2.
Subjecthood and the thematic hierarchy
Jackendoff, R. 1972. Semantic Interpretation in Generative Grammar. Chapter 2.

Finegan, E. & D. Blair & P. Collins 1992. Language. Its Structure and Use. Chapter 5.

London. Harcourt  Brace & Co. 

Comrie, B. 1981. Language Typology and Linguistic Universals. Chapter 5. Chicago. The

University of Chicago Press.

Huddleston, R.1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge. CUP.

3.
The role of case in inflecting and agglutinating languages 

Comrie, B. 1981. Language Typology and Linguistic Universals. Chapter 6. Chicago. The

University of Chicago Press.

Spencer, A. 1991. Morphological Theory. Chapter 6. Oxford. Blackwell. 

Finegan, E. & D. Blair & P. Collins 1992. Language. Its Structure and Use. Chapter 3.

London. Harcourt Brace & Co. 

Kiefer, F.  & K. E.Kiss & P. Siptár 1998. Új magyar nyelvtan [New Hungarian Grammar].
Budapest: Osiris.

4.
Voice in English
Huddleston, R.1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge:  CUP.

Spencer, A. 1991. Morphological Theory. Chapter 7. Oxford:Blackwell.

Foley, W. & R. Van Valin Jr. 1984. Information Packaging in the Clause. Schopen, T. (ed):

Language Typology and Syntactc Description 1. Chapter 6. Cambridge: CUP.

Finegan, E. & D. Blair & P. Collins1992. Language. Its Structure and Use. Chapter 10. 

London: Harcourt  Brace & Co. 

5.
Human language vs. animal communication
Finegan, E. & D. Blair & P. Collins1992. Language. Its Structure  and Use. Chapter 13. 

London: Harcourt  Brace & Co. 

Goodluck, Helen  1991. Language Acquisition. Oxford: Blackwell.

Lieberman, P. 1984. The Biology and Evolution of Language. Chapter 10. Cambridge Mass.:

Harvard University Press.

6.
Semantic fields

Fillmore,  C.  1985. Frames and the semantics of understanding. Quaderni di Semantica 

2:222-254.

Aitchison, J. 1995. Words in the Mind. Oxford: Blackwell. 39-98.

Cruse, D. 1986. Lexical semantics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Chapter 1.

7.
Assimilation in English and in Hungarian
Katamba, F. 1989. An Introduction to Phonology. Harlow: Longman. 79-96.

Finegan, E. & D. Blair & P. Collins 1992. Language. Its Structure and Use. London:

Harcourt Brace & Co. Chapter 2.

Kornai, A. 1995. On Hungarian Morphology. Ph.D. diss. Linguistica. Studies et Dissertationes 14. Budapest: Hungarian Academy of Science.

Kiefer, F. & K. E.Kiss & P. Siptar (eds) 1998. Uj magyar nyelvtan. [New Hungarian Grammar]. 

Budapest: Osiris. 293-348.

8. 
Vowel harmony  (Turkish, Hungarian, Finnish)


Katamba, F. 1989. An Introduction to Phonology. Harlow: Longman. 79-96.

Finegan, E. & D. Blair & P. Collins 1992. Language. Its Structure and Use. London: Harcourt

Brace & Co. 

Ringen, C. 1997. Variation in Finnish Vowel Harmony. Talk given at IMS-University of 

Stuttgart.

Ringen, C. & R. Vago 1995. A Constraint-based Analysis of Hungarian Vowel Harmony. Kenesei 

I. (ed.): Approaches to Hungarian 5:309-319.

Kornai, A. 1995. On Hungarian Morphology. Linguistica. Studies et Dissertationes 14. Budapest:

Hungarian Academy of Science.

9.
Compounding in English and in Hungarian
Spencer, A. 1991. Morphological Theory. Chapter 8. Oxford: Blackwell.  

Grimshaw, J. 1990.  Argument Structure. Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press.

Kiefer, F.1992. Compounds and Argument Structure in Hungarian. Kenesei, I. (ed.): Approaches

to Hungarian 4:51-67.

Kiefer, F. 1998. Az összetételek. [Compounds]. É.Kiss, K. & F. Kiefer & P. Siptár:  Új magyar

nyelvtan. [New Hungarian Grammar] Budapest: Osiris. 262-293. 

Kornai, A. 1995. On Hungarian Morphology. Linguistica. Studies et Dissertationes 14. Budapest:

Hungarian Academy of Science.

10.
Word formation (compounding, affixation, reduplication)
Spencer, A. 1991. Morphological Theory.  Chapter  5. Oxford: Blackwell.

Finegan, E. & D. Blair & P. Besnier 1992. Language. Its Structure and Use. Chapter 3.

London: Harcourt  Brace & Co. 

Prince, A. & J. McCarthy 1997. The Emergence of the Unmarked. Optimality in Prosodic

Morphology. ms.

Kiefer, F. 1998. Az összetételek. [Compounds]. É.Kiss, K. & F. Kiefer & P. Siptár:  Új magyar

nyelvtan. [New Hungarian Grammar] Budapest: Osiris. 262-293. 

11.        Any other topic.
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Phrasal Syntax  1 Essay Topics /G. Dalmi




Length: 1500-2000 words




Deadline: Second  week of November

Choose one of the topics listed here and write a ’short essay’ on it. You can choose a topic not listed but make sure your tutor approves of it. Writing your essay will require careful reading of the material prescribed for the topic and making a systematic account of your findings. 

Your essay should begin with an introduction where you explain what problem you are going to investigate, why this problem is interesting for linguistic analysis and how you are going to proceed. The main body of the essay should contain a systematic survey of the problem, examples to illustrate your point and its justification. Always number your examples with Arabic numbers 

in brackets consecutively throughout your  essay,  as  indicated in the style guide. The essay should close with a conclusion where you summarize your main claims. Once you have chosen your topic and read the prescribed material, consult your tutor during office hours or by e-mail.

Essays must be written double-spaced, preferably in Times New Roman 12 pt. Attach a front page with the title of the essay, your name, the name of the course and the tutor on it and a list of references at the end, just as you see in the reading list. Submitting your essay beyond the prescribed deadline means 10% deduction of the total points per week. 

Plagiarism will not be tolerated. At best, you will have to rewrite your essay. At worst, it will  be assessed as is and recorded as a fail. 

1.
The System of Modal Auxiliaries in English.

Akmajian, A. & S. Steele & P. Wasow 1979. AUX as a universal category.  Linguistic Inquiry 9:1-64.

Palmer, F. 1986. Mood and Modality.Chapter 1. Cambridge. CUP.

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Chapter 4. Cambridge. CUP.

Kratzer, A. (1991): Modality. Stechow, A. & D. Wunderlich (eds.) Semantics. An International Handbook of Contemporary Research. New York. Walter de Gruyter. 639-650.

2.
Modality in English and in Hungarian.

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Chapter 4. Cambridge. CUP.

Kratzer, A. (1991): Modality. Stechow, A. & D. Wunderlich (eds.) Semantics. An International Handbook of Contemporary Research. New York. Walter de Gruyter. 639-650.

Palmer, F. 1986. Mood and Modality. Chapter 1. Cambridge. CUP.

Kiefer, F. 1981.What is Possible in Hungarian? Acta Linguistica 31:147-185.

3.
Voice in English.

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Chapter 14. Cambridge. CUP.

Radford, A. 1988. Transformational Syntax. A First Course. Cambridge. CUP.

Foley, W. & R. Van Valin 1985. Information Packaging in the Clause. Shopen, T. (ed.): 

Language Typology and Syntactic Description 1:282-384. Cambridge. CUP.

4.
Tense in English.

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Chapter 4. Cambridge. CUP.

Comrie, B. 1982. Tense. Cambridge. CUP.

Hornstein, N. 1990. As Time Goes By. Cambridge, Mass. MIT Press. 

5.
Aspect in English.

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Chapter 4. Cambridge. CUP.

Comrie, B.1981. Aspect.  Chapter 1,2. Cambridge.  CUP

Depraetere, I. 1995. On the Necessity of Distinguishing Between (Un)boundedness and (A)telicity. Linguistics and Philosophy. ..

6.
Negative expressions in English and in Hungarian

Klima, E. 1964. Negation in English. Fodor, J. & J. Katz (eds): The Structure of Language. Prentice Hall. Englewood Cliffs. NJ. pp. 246-323.

Newson, M. 1994. Negation, Double Negation and Optimality Theory. The Even Yearbook. 

ELTE SEAS. Budapest. 87-135.

Puskas, G. 1998. On the NEG-criterion in Hungarian. Acta Linguistica 45:167-213.

7.
Mood and factuality

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Chapter 4. Cambridge. CUP.

Palmer, F. 1986. Mood and Modality. Introduction. Cambridge. CUP.

Quer,  J. 2001. Interpreting mood. Probus 13:81-111

8.
Word order in English

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge. CUP.

Radford, A. 1988. Transformational Grammar. A First Course. Cambridge. CUP.

Li, Ch. & S. Thompson. 1975. Subject and Topic: A New Typology of Language. Subject and Topic. Austin. University of Texas Press.  457-489.

Comrie, B. 1982. Language Typology and Linguistic Universals. Chapter 4. Chicago. University 

of Chicago Press. 

9.
Subjecthood and the thematic hierarchy in English

Radford, A. 1988. Transformational Grammar. A First Course. Chapters 2-3-4. Cambridge. CUP.

Comrie, B. 1982. Language Typology and Linguistic Universals. Chapter 5. Chicago. University 

of Chicago Press. 

Jackendoff, R. 1977. Semantic Interpretation in Generative Grammar. Chapter 2. Cambridge, 

Mass. MIT Press. 

Grimshaw, J. 1991. Argument Structure. Cambridge, Mass. MIT Press.

10.
Event structure and argument structure in English

Grimshaw, J. 1990. Argument strucutre. Chapter 1. Cambridge, Mass. MIT Press.

Pustejovsky, J. 1991  Event structure. Cognition. 41:47-81.

Tenny, C. 1994. Aspectual role and the syntax/semantics interface. Dordrecht. Kluwer.

11.
Any topic of your choice.
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Phrasal Syntax 2 Essay Topcis/G. Dalmi

Length: 1500-2000 words




Deadline:Second week of April

Choose one of the topics listed here and write a ’short essay’ on it. You can choose a topic not listed but make sure your tutor approves of it. Writing your essay will require careful reading of the material prescribed for the topic and making a systematic account of your findings. 

Your essay should begin with an introduction where you explain what problem you are going to investigate, why this problem is interesting for linguistic analysis and how you are going to proceed. The main body of the essay should contain a systematic survey of the problem, examples to illustrate your point and its justification. Always number your examples with Arabic numbers 

in brackets consecutively throughout your  essay,  as  indicated in the style guide. The essay should close with a conclusion where you summarize your main claims. Once you have chosen your topic and read the prescribed material, consult your tutor during office hours. 

Essays must be written double-spaced, preferably in Times New Roman 12 pt. Attach a front page with the title of the essay, your name, the name of the course and the tutor on it and a list of references at the end, just as you see in the reading list. Submitting your essay beyond the prescribed deadline means 10% deduction of the total points per week. 

Plagiarism will not be tolerated. At best, you will have to rewrite your essay. At worst, it will  be assessed as is and recorded as a fail. 

1.
The possessive construction in English and in Hungarian

Abney, S.  1986. The English noun phrase in its sentential aspect. Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press.

Szabolcsi, A. 1987. Functional categories in the Noun Phrase. Kenesei, I. (ed.): Approaches to Hungarian 2: 167-191.

Giusti, G. 1997. The categorial status of determiners. Haegeman, L. (ed.): The new comaprative syntax. Lomdon: Longman. 95-124. 

Giorgi, A.&G. Longobardi 1991. The syntax of noun phrases. Cambrdige, Mass: MIT Press.

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge CUP. 

Radford, A. 1988. Transformational Grammar. A First Course. Cambridge. CUP.

2. 
Nominalisation in English
Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge CUP. 

Radford, A. 1988. Transformational Grammar. A First Course. Cambridge. CUP.

Chomsky, N. 1970. Remarks on Nominalisation. Jacobs. R. & P. Rosenbaum (eds): Readings in English Transformational Grammar. Waltham. Ginn & Co. 

Grimshaw, J. 1991. Argument Structure. Cambridge, Mass. MIT Press.

3.
The structure of the DP in English

Abney, S.  1986. The English noun phrase in its sentential aspect. Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press.

Giusti, G. 1997. The categorial status of determiners. Haegeman, L. (ed.): The new comaprative syntax. Lomdon: Longman. 95-124. 

Giorgi, A.&G. Longobardi 1991. The syntax of noun phrases. Cambrdige, Mass: MIT Press.

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge CUP. 

Radford, A. 1988. Transformational Grammar. A First Course. Cambridge. CUP.

4.
Comparative Clauses in English
Riemsdijk, H.v. & E. Williams 1986. Introduction to the Theory of Grammar. Dordrecht. Kluwer.

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge. CUP.

Bresnan, J. 1973. The Syntax of the Comparative Clause Construction in English. Linguistic

Inquiry  4:275-343.

Bresnan, J.1975. Comparative Deletion and Constraints on Transformations. Linguistic Analysis 1:25-74.

5.
Prepositions vs. postpositions

Jackendoff, R. 1972. Semantic interpretation in generative grammar. Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press.

Maratz L. 1978. Dressed or naked: the grammar of PP in Hungarian. Linguistic flowers from the botanical garden. Groningen: Groningen University Press.

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge CUP. 

Radford, A. 1988. Transformational Grammar. A First Course. Cambridge. CUP.

6.
The position of adverbs

Jackendoff, R. 1972. Semantic interpetation in generative grammar.. Cambridge Mass. MIT Press. 

47-105.

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge CUP. 

Haegeman, L. 1991. Introduction to Government and Binding Theory. Oxford. Blackwell.

7. 
Relative clauses vs. appositive clauses

Radford, A. 1988. Transformational Grammar. A First Course. Cambridge. CUP.

Bresnan, J. & J. Grimshaw 1978. The Syntax of Free Relatives in English. LI. 9:331-391.

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge. CUP.

8.
Quantifier floating in English

Sportiche, D. 1988.A theory of floating quantifiers and its corollaries for constituent structure. Linguistic Inquiry 19: 425-449.

Radford, A. 1988. Transformational Grammar. A First Course. Cambridge. CUP.

Riemsdijk, H.v. & E. Williams 1986. Introduction to the Theory of Grammar. Dordrecht. Kluwer.

9.
Preposition stranding 

Radford, A. 1988. Transformational Grammar. A First Course. Cambridge. CUP.

Riemsdijk, H.v. & E. Williams 1986. Introduction to the Theory of Grammar. Dordrecht. Kluwer.

Hornstein, N. & A. Weinberg 1981. Case theory and preposition stranding. Linguistic Inquiry  12: 55-91. 

Kayne, R. 1981. On certian differences between French and English. Linguistic Inquiry 12:349-371.

10.
Compounding in English and in Hungarian
Spencer, A. 1991. Morphological Theory. Chapter 8. Oxford. Blackwell.  

Grimshaw, J. 1990.  Argument Structure. Cambridge, Mass. MIT Press.

Kiefer, F.1992. Compounds and Argument Structure in Hungarian. Kenesei, I. (ed.): Approaches

to Hungarian 4:51-67.

Kiefer, F. 1998. Az összetételek. [Compounds]. É.Kiss, K. & F. Kiefer & P. Siptár:  Új magyar

nyelvtan. [New Hungarian Grammar] Budapest. Osiris. 262-293. 

Kornai, A. 1995. On Hungarian Morphology. Linguistica. Studies et Dissertationes 14. Budapest.

Hungarian Academy of Science.

11.
Any topic of your choice. 

Department of English Studies

Syntax 3 Essay Topcis/G. Dalmi




Length: 1500-2000 words




Deadline: Second week of November

1
The Notion of Subject and the Thematic Hierarchy in English  
Comrie, B. 1982. Language Typology and Linguistic Universals. Chapter 5. Chicago. University 

of Chicago Press. 

Radford, A. 1988. Transformational Grammar. A First Course. Cambridge. CUP.

Jackendoff, R. 1972. Semantic Interpretation in Generative Grammar. Chapter 2. Cambridge, 

Mass. MIT Press. 

Li, Ch. & S. Thompson. 1975. Subject and Topic: A New Typology of Language. Li. Ch. (ed.) Subject and Topic. Austin. University of Texas Press.  457-489.

2
Word Order in English and in Hungarian
Li, Ch. & S. Thompson. 1975. Subject and Topic: A New Typology of Language. Li, Ch. (ed.) Subject and Topic. Austin. University of Texas Press.  457-489.

Comrie, B. 1982. Language Typology and Linguistic Universals. Chapter 4. Chicago. University 

of Chicago Press. 

É..Kiss, K. 1981. Structural Relations in Hungarian, a ‘Free Word Order’ Langauge. Linguistic Inquiry 12:185-215.

É. Kiss. K. 2001. Hungarian syntax. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge. CUP.

3
Modality in English and in Hungarian
Steele, S. 1974. Factors that Affect and Effect Word Order. Li, Ch. (ed.): Word order and Word Order Change. Austin. University of Texas Press. 199-268. 

Kiefer, F. 1981.What is Possible in Hungarian? Acta Linguistica 31:147-185.

Kratzer, A. 1991. Modality. Stechow, A. & D. Wunderlich (eds.) Semantics. An International Handbook of Contemporary Research. New York. Walter de Gruyter. 639-650.

Palmer, F. 1986. Mood and Modality. Introduction. Cambridge. CUP.

Huddleston, R. 1984. 

4
Small clauses in English

Radford, A. 1988. Transformational Grammar. A First Course. Cambridge. CUP.

Stowell, T. 1991. Small clause restructuring. Freidin, R. (ed.): Principles and parameters in comparative grammar. Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press. 183-218.

Haegeman, L. 1991. Introduction to Government and Binding Theory. Oxford. Blackwell.

Carrier, J. & J. Randall 1992. The Argument Structure and Syntactic Structure of Resultatives.

Linguistic Inquiry 23:173-234. 
5
Participle clauses in English

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge. CUP.

Quirk, R&S. Greenbaum&G Leech&J. Svartvik 1985. A Comprehensive Grammar of the English

Language. London: Longman.

Akmajian, A. 1977. The Complement Structure of Perception Verbs in an Autonomous Syntax framework. Akmajian, A. & P. Culicover. & T. Wasow (eds) Formal Syntax. New York: Academic Press. 427-460.



Gunnarson 1994.  Small Clauses and Absolute Constructions in Spanish. Probus 7: 125-171.

6
Voice in English

Radford, A. 1988. Transformational Grammar. A First Course. Cambridge. CUP.

Quirk, R&S. Greenbaum&G Leech&J. Svartvik 1985. A Comprehensive Grammar of the English

Language. London: Longman.

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge: CUP.

Haegeman, L. 1991. Introduction to GB Theory. Oxford. Blackwell.

Foley, W. & R. Van Valin 1985. Information Packaging in the Clause. Shopen, T. (ed.): 

Language Typology and Syntactic Description 1:282-384. Cambridge: CUP.

ntroduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge. CUP.

7
Negative expressions in English and in Hungarian
Klima, E. 1964. Negation in English. Fodor, J. & J. Katz (eds): The Structure of Language. Prentice Hall. Englewood Cliffs. NJ. pp. 246-323.

Newson, M. 1994. Negation, Double Negation and Optimality Theory. The Even Yearbook. 

ELTE SEAS. Budapest. 87-135.

Puskas, G. 1998. On the NEG-criterion in Hungarian. Acta Linguistica 45:167-213.

8
Tense and aspect in English  

Comrie, B.1981. Aspect.  Cambridge.  CUP

Comrie, B. 1982. Tense. Cambridge. CUP.

Hornstein, N. 1990. As Time Goes By. Cambridge, Mass. MIT Press. 

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge. CUP.

Enc, M. 1987. Anchoring Conditions for Tense. Linguistic Inquiry 18:633-657.

Depraetere, I. 1995. On the Necessity of Distinguishing Between (Un)boundedness and (A)telicity. Linguistics and Philosophy.  

9
Relative Clauses

Comrie, B. 1982. Language Typology and Linguistic Universals. Chapter 7. Chicago. University of Chicago  Press.

Radford, A. 1988. Transformational Grammar. A First Course. Cambridge. CUP.

Bresnan, J. & J. Grimshaw 1978. The Syntax of Free Relatives in English. LI. 9:331-391.

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge. CUP.

10
Comparative Clauses in English
Riemsdijk, H.v. & E. Williams 1986. Introduction to the Theory of Grammar. Dordrecht. Kluwer.

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge. CUP.

Bresnan, J. 1973. The Syntax of the Comparative Clause Construction in English. Linguistic

Inquiry  4:275-343.

Bresnan, J.1975. Comparative Deletion and Constraints on Transformations. Linguistic Analysis 1:25-74.

11
Control vs. ECM and Raising infinitival constructions in English
Radford, A. 1981. Transformational Syntax. Cambridge. CUP.

Riemsdijk, H.& E.Williams 1986. Introduction to the Theory of Grammar. Dordrecht. Kluwer.

Koster, J. R. May. 1982. On the Constituency of Infinitives. Language 65.

Boskovic, Z. 1996. Selection and the Categorial Status of Infinitival Complements. Natural 

Language and Linguistic Theory 14:269-304.

12
Nominalisation in English
Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge CUP. 

Radford, A. 1981. Transformational Syntax. Cambridge. CUP.

Chomsky, N. 1970. Remarks on Nominalisation. Jacobs. R. & P. Rosenbaum (eds): Readings in English Transformational Grammar. Waltham. Ginn & Co. 

Grimshaw, J. 1991. Argument Structure. Cambridge, Mass. MIT Press.

13
Any topic of your choice. Make sure you discuss it with your tutor.
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Syntax 4 Essay Topics/G. Dalmi




Length: 1500-2000 words




Deadline: Second  week of November
1
Wh-questions in English and in Hungarian

Radford, A. 1988. Transformational Grammar. A First Course. Cambridge: CUP.

Riemsdijk, H. & E.Williams 1986. Introduction to the Theory of Grammar. Dordrecht: Kluwer

Haegeman, L. 1991. Introduction to Government and Binding Theory. Oxford: Blackwell.

Rizzi, L. 1997. The Fine Structure of the Left Periphery. Haegeman, L. (ed.): Elements of 

Grammar. Dordrecht: Foris.

E.Kiss. K. 1998. Multiple Topic, One Focus? Acta Linguistica  45:3-29.

2
Small clauses in English

Radford, A. 1988. Transformational Grammar. A First Course. Cambridge. CUP.

Stowell, T. 1991. Small clause restructuring. Freidin, R. (ed.): Principles and parameters in comparative grammar. Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press. 183-218.

Haegeman, L. 1991. Introduction to Government and Binding Theory. Oxford. Blackwell.

Carrier, J. & J. Randall 1992. The Argument Structure and Syntactic Structure of Resultatives.

Linguistic Inquiry 23:173-234. 
3
Participle clauses in English

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge. CUP.

Quirk, R&S. Greenbaum&G Leech&J. Svartvik 1985. A Comprehensive Grammar of the  English Language. London: Longman.

Akmajian, A. 1977. The Complement Structure of Perception Verbs in an Autonomous Syntax framework. Akmajian, A. & P. Culicover. & T. Wasow (eds) Formal Syntax. New York: Academic Press. 427-460.



Gunnarson 1994.  Small Clauses and Absolute Constructions in Spanish. Probus 7: 125-171.

4
Voice in English

Radford, A. 1988. Transformational Grammar. A First Course. Cambridge. CUP.

Quirk, R&S. Greenbaum&G Leech&J. Svartvik 1985. A Comprehensive Grammar of the English

Language. London: Longman.

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge: CUP.

Haegeman, L. 1991. Introduction to GB Theory. Oxford. Blackwell.

Foley, W. & R. Van Valin 1985. Information Packaging in the Clause. Shopen, T. (ed.): 

Language Typology and Syntactic Description 1:282-384. Cambridge: CUP.

5
Information structure vs. syntactic structure in English and in Hungarian

Finegan, E.&E. Blair& P. Collins 1997. Language. Its Structure  and Use. Chapter 6.

Australian edition. Sydney. Harcourt, Brace & Joannovich. 

Comrie, B. 1982. Language Universals and Linguistic Theory. Chicago. U. Chicago Press.

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English.. Cambridge. CUP.

E.Kiss 1998. Mulitiple Topic, One Focus? Acta Linguistica 45:3-29.

Foley W. & R. Van Valin 1985. Information Packaging in the clause. Shopen, T. (ed.): 

Language Typology and Syntactic Description 1:282-384. Cambridge: CUP.

6
Extraposition, postponement and inversion in English

Finegan, E.&E. Blair& P. Collins 1997. Language. Its Structure  and Use. Chapter 6. 

Australian edition. Sydney:Harcourt, Brace & Joannovich. 

Huddleston, R. 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge. Chapter 14. CUP.

Quirk, R&S. Greenbaum&G Leech&J. Svartvik 1985. A Comprehensive Grammar of the English

Language. London: Longman.

Foley, W. & R. Van Valin 1985. Information Packaging in the Clause. Shopen, T. (ed.): 

Language Typology and Syntactic Description 1:282-384. Cambridge: CUP.

7
Existential sentences: their structure, meaning and use

Finegan, E.&E. Blair& P. Collins 1997. Language.  Its  Structure  and Use. Chapter 6.

Australian edition. Sydney: Harcourt, Brace & Joannovich. 
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Style Guide

The following information is presented as a guide to students taking Linguistics courses at the department. They are expected to follow these conventions in preparing papers to be submitted. 

1.
Use acid-free paper of standard A4 size.

2.
Papers should be typewritten whenever convenient, on one side of  the sheet, double-

spaced throughout. Hand-written papers should be written as legibly as possible, on one 

side of the sheet only.

3.
Leave wide margins, at least 1 inch on all four sides.

4.
Number the pages of the paper as bottom centre. Be sure to number all sheets handed in.

5.
Make all corrections as neatly and unobtrusively as possible.

6.
Do not use footnotes. If you wish to make references to an author’s work, use the 

conventions outlined in 7 below. If you have a comment that is worthwhile, include it in the text. Otherwise leave it out.

7.
Full citation of literature referred to should be given in a list of references at the end of the 

paper. Within the text, only a brief citation will be made, giving the author's name, the 

year of  publication and page numbers, where relevant.

References should begin on a separate page with the heading REFERENCES. Arrange the entries alphabetically by surnames of authors; multiple works by one author should be listed chronologically, with suffixed letter a, b, c, etc. to distinguish several items published in one year.

Each entry should contain the following elements:
a.
Author’s surname, given name(s), coathors if any (given name first), year of publication, title of work.

b.
In the case of journal articles, give the name of the journal, volume number and page numbers for the article as a whole.

c.
In the case of an article in a collection give the title of the collection, the editor’s name and the page nubers of the article.

d.
For all monographs and books, state the edition, volume number or part number (if applicable), the series in which published (if any), the place of publication and the

publisher’s name. Sample references:
Books
Author, A.Z.1956. Title of Book. City. Publisher. 

Author, A.Z.&X.Y. Anotherauthor.1978. Title of Book. City. Publisher.

Author, Zed. 1967. Title of Book. City&Anothercity. Publisher&Another Publisher.

Author, A.Z. 1945. Title of Book. [Title of book in original language.] City. Publisher. 

Author, A.Z.1917. Title of Book. ( = Another Name for Book.) City. Publisher.

Author, Em. 1963. Title of Book. 3rd edition. Volume 2 Part 2. City. Publisher.

Editor, A.B.(ed.) 1984. Title of Book. City. Publisher.

Editor, A.B.&Bee Another Editor(eds.) 1965. Title of Book. City. Publisher.

Author, A.Z.1969.Title of Book: Subtitle of Book. City. Publisher.

Articles
Author, A.Z.1965.  Article.  Journal 3:23-45.

Author, A.Z.1967. Article.  X.Y. Editor(ed.): Title of Book. City. Publisher 44-198.

Author, A.Z.1977. Article. Journal 4:55-89. [reprinted in X.Y. Editor(ed.): Title of Book. City. Publisher. 41-77.]

Author, A.Z.1972. Article. Journal 5:77-89. [revised in X.Y. Author. A.Z.: Title of Book. City. Publisher. 65-88.]

Theses (unpublished)

Author, A.Z.1977. Title of Thesis. Ph.D.diss. University of Ex. University Microfilms International 233-44-506.

Articles (unpublished)

Author, A.Z.1974. Article.  University of Ex. Department of Why. Ms.

Reviews
Reviewer, A.Z.1974. Review of Book by X.Y. Author. Journal 4:46-55.

Unauthored Reports
Name of Report 1978. City. Name of Publishing Agency. 

Collection of papers by a single author edited by someone else
Author, X.Y.1976. Title of Book [edited by A.B. Editor] City. Publisher.

Translated Volume
Author, X.Y.1975. Title of Book [translated by A.B. Translator] City. Publisher.

Government Publications
Government Agency 1975. Title of Book. City. Publisher.

Atlas or encyclopedia
Nameofatlas 1976. City. Publisher.

Special Volumes of Journals taken up in whole by another author
Author, X.Y.1981. Name of Monograph. [ = Journal 6.4.]

8.
The brief citations given in the text of the paper should take such forms as  (Bloomfield

1933) or (Hockett 1964:240-241). Note that the page numbers are only for the passage to which the reference is made. Use initials for the author's names only when necessary, e.g. to distinguish N. Chomsky and C. Chomsky within a single article. If the author’s name is part of the text, use this form: ’Bloomfield(1933:264)introduced the term....’ 

Always refer in your list of references to the original date of publication of the work considered. Later editions, reprintings or revisions should also be included either when more easily accessible or referred to by you. If in the brief citation in your text you refer to other than the original edition, refer to the date of the original and use the following form: (Halliday 1976:201/1974). If you are referring to or quoting from a quotation, use the format: ’Bloomfield (Gleason 1965:345).......’

9. 
When quoting from a book or article, if the quote is no nonger than a sentence, enclose

in quotation marks and include in text, e.g.: Bloomfield commented as follows: ”Quote

quote quote.” 

If the quote is longer than a sentence, put a colon, drop two spaces, indent the whole 


quotation, and quote using single spacing.

10.
When citing linguistic forms (examples of words, phrases, etc.) less than a sentence long,

use single underlining, e.g.: ’The word but is a conjunction...’

When citing example sentences or texts, number the examples consequtively in your paper,

drop two spaces, indent the whole example and cite the example. If the sentences in your

text introducing the example has the example as a part of its structure do not use

punctuation. This can be illustrated in

(23) This book was searched for.

If the sentence introducing the example is complete, use a colon. This is illustrated in:


(23) This book was searched for.

If you use the words ’for example’ punctuate as follows: 

This can be illustrated with several verbs; for example

(23) This book was searched for.

Always begin a new sentence after citing the example even if the introducing sentence was incomplete.

12.
If in your text you introduce a technical term or wish to draw special attention to a technical term, use single underlining.

13.
If you wish to translate a foreign example in your text, or to gloss the sense of a native word you are using that maybe misinterpreted, use single quote marks; e.g. ’Thus Saussure’s langue or ’competence’ can be seen as ...’

14.
Number all tables and figures consequtively in the paper and title as follows: 

Table (Figure) 13: Modality and mood compared

15.
If in your text you wish the reader to examine another author’s work for clarification of your remarks, write: (cf. Author 1978:543).

16.
Whenever you make use of another person’s ideas, whether qouting directly or paraphrasing, you MUST cite that author's work or refer to it as personal communication (p.c.). 

FAILURE TO DO SO IS PLAGIARISM, A VERY SERIOUS OFFENCE.
17.
The Style Guide cannot cover everything that will arise. If you are forced to create conventions of your own make sure they are clear and that you use them consistently.

PREPARATION OF THESES
1.
Binding
All theses must be typed double-spaced on A4 acid-free paper and professionally bound with hard covers. The title of the thesis, the author’s name and the year of submission must be printed on the spine of the thesis. Three copies must be submitted.

2.
Page numbering
Pages must be numbered consecutively in arabic numerals from the first page of  the first chapter. Pages preceding this page must be numbered consecutively from the title  page in lower case roman numerals.

3.
Title page
This is the first page of the thesis and displays the author's name, the title of the thesis, the degree for which it is being submitted, and the year of submission.

4.
Abstract
This follows the title page, and consists of a one page abstract of the contents of the thesis.

5.
Preface
This follows the Abstract and includes comments by the Author relating to the preparation of the thesis. Persoanl acknowledgments and acknowledgment of published materials used in the thesis will be included here. Dedications should also be included in this section.

6.
Table of Contents
This follows the Preface and lists the chapters and their sections and subsections (as necessary) along with their titles and the page number on which they begin.

7.
List of Figures
This follows the Table of Contents, and gives the number, title and page reference foreach figure used in the thesis. Photographs and maps included in the thesis shall be trated as figures.

8.
List of Tables
This follows the List of Fugires (if any) and gives the number, title and page reference for each table used in the thesis. Tables are distinguished from figures as follows: Tabels are two-dimensional displays whose principle of organisation is that of rows and columns (e.g. results of statistical analysis where the results are given in numbers): Figures have some other organizing principle (e.g. system networks or tree diagrams).

9.
Notational conventions, abbreviations


These follow the List of Tables and explain any special notational conventions used in the thesis. This section may be used to explain any opaque abbreviations used.

10.
Chapter headings


Each chapter must be numbered in arabic numerals, and must begin on a new page with the text beginning two lines below the chapter's title.

11.
References
These begin on a new page, titled as with chapters and appendices.

12.
Notes

Notes should be kept to the minimum. If used, they should be numbered consecutively in each chapter and listed under the heading Notes at the end of the thesis with single spacing used within notes and double spacing between notes.

13.
Margins
Use full justification and automatic hyphenation for your essay. 
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